
1 

PIANC USA

MESSAGE BY THE SECRETARY 

Dear PIANC Colleagues! 

It is my honour to have been named the permanent PIANC USA secretary by the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers in June 2025.  I’d like to extend my thanks to Dr. Joe Manous and Mr Shawn 

Komlos, who dedicated their time and expertise to carrying PIANC USA forward over the past 

few years.  It is my goal to provide consistent and dedicated support to the goals of PIANC 

through our international engagement and by enhancing our domestic outreach and 

partnerships. 

2025 was an amazing year! We were proud to host the September PIANC-Smart Rivers 2025 

Conference in Memphis, Tennessee for which we've included our summary of the 

extraordinary presenters, instructors, and participants.  Thank you to PIANC Commissioners Dr. 

Sandra Knight, Mr Jim Walker, Mr Jeff Lillycrop, Mr Joe Mantey and Dr. Calvin Creech for their 

leadership and hard work to make the conference such a remarkable event. As the co-

originator of PIANC-Smart Rivers, we were pleased to welcome 350 attendees and leaders 

from government, industry, and academia from around the world. 

PIANC USA continued to lead national sections with social media engagement in 2025 and 

was honoured to have delegates on all of the PIANC commissions, including Mr Burton Suedel 

as the Chair of the Environmental Commission, Mr Abbas Sarmad as Co-Chair of the 

International Co-Operation Commission, Dr. Hyun Dong Kim, Chair of the International Young 

Professionals Commission, and Dr. Calvin Creech, Vice-President America of the Executive 

Commission. Looking ahead, we plan to support PIANC Brazil and the Brazilian Agência 

Nacional de Transportes Aquaviários (ANTAQ) with the organisation of PIANC Americas 2026. 

Indeed, we are looking forward to working with all of our PIANC colleagues in 2026 to advance 

waterborne transportation infrastructure globally. 

Warm regards, 

Will Logan 

Secretary PIANC USA 

1 LEADERSHIP AND COMMISSIONERS IN 2025 

Chair, Board of Commissioners, Mr Adam R. 

Telle, Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil 

Works), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

President, PIANC USA, MG Jason E. Kelly, Deputy 

Commanding General for Civil and Emergency 

Operations (DCG-CEO), Headquarters, U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers 
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Commissioner Elizabeth Collins, 

President, Collins Engineers 

Commissioner Jack Cox, Senior 

Partner/Principal and Coastal 

Engineer, Edgewater Resources 

Commissioner Sandra Knight, 

President, WaterWonks LLC 

Commissioner Matt Martinez, 

Vice-President, Moffatt & Nichol 

Commissioner Jim Walker, 

Former Director of Navigation 

Policy and Legislation, 

American Association of Port 

Authorities 

Commissioner Mark 

McAndrews, Port Director, 

Retired, Port of Pascagoula 

Commissioner Janey Smith Camp, Research 

Professor and Associate Director of Adaptation 

and Resilience at the Center for Applied Earth 

Sciences and Engineering Research,    

University of Memphis 

Commissioner Jeff Lillycrop, Strategic 

Consultant, Woolpert and Retired, Inland and 

Coastal Navigation Initiatives, U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers 

2. ADMINISTRATION

Will Logan, PIANC USA 

Secretary 

Jeanene Collins, 

PIANC USA Deputy 

Secretary 

Joe Mantey, PIANC 

USA Treasurer 

Calvin Creech,     

PIANC Vice-President 

of the Americas 
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3 OUR MEMBERS IN 2025 

4 REPRESENTATION OF OUR MEMBERS IN PIANC’S 

COMMISSIONS 

4.1 InCom 

• Jose SÁNCHEZ, Principal Delegate to the Inland Navigation Commission

4.2 MarCom 

• Ron HEFFRON, Principal Delegate to the Maritime Navigation Commission

4.3  Co-Com 

• Abbas SARMAD, Co-Chair of the International Co-Operation Commission

4.4 EnviCom 

• Burton SUEDEL, Chair of the Environmental Commission

• Victor MAGAR, Principal Delegate to the Environmental Commission

4.5 RecCom 

• Mark PIRELLO, Principal Delegate to the Recreational Navigation Commission

4.6 YP-Com 

• Hyun Dong KIM, Chair, International YP-Commission

• Nick STEFANI, Principal Delegate to the Young Professionals Commission

4.7 ProCom 

• Helen BROHL, Principal Delegate to the Promotion Commission

• Individual Members 102 

• Small Corporate Members 6

• Large Corporate Members 9

• Student Members 4 

• Life Members 1 

https://www.pianc.us/about-us/meet-the-commissioners/jose-e-sanchez-pe-ses/
https://www.pianc.us/about-us/meet-the-commissioners/ronald-heffron/
https://www.pianc.us/about-us/meet-the-commissioners/victor-magar/
https://pianc.us/about-us/meet-the-commissioners/mark-pirrello/
https://pianc.us/about-us/meet-the-commissioners/nick-stefani/
https://www.pianc.us/about-us/meet-the-commissioners/helen-a-brohl-2/
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5 REPRESENTATION OF OUR MEMBERS IN PIANC’S WORKING 

GROUPS 

5.1 InCom 

• Amanda SULLIVAN, WG 265

• Calvin CREECH, WG’s 236, 258, 263

• Clayton THURMER, WG 257

• Craig FUNSTON, WG 242

• Travis DAHL, WG 249

• Dennis LAMBERT, WG 257

• Edward BRAUER, WG 236

• Enrique MATHEU, WG 255

• Eric JOHNSON, WG 255

• Gary GRUNWALD, WG 255

• Guillermo RIVEROS, WG 255

• Jeffrey JEZEWSKI, WG 266

• Jemie DABABNEH, WG 249, 266

• Jeremy GIOVANDO, WG 249

• Jose E. SANCHEZ, WG 257

• Lance AWSUMB, WG 266

• Marianna FLEMING, WG 236

• Peter STYNOSKI, WG 265

• Phillip SAUSER, WG 255

• Richie McCOMAS, WG 263

• Tim LAUTH, WG 236

• Travis ADAMS, WG 264

• William KATZENMEYER, WG 257

5.2 MarCom 

• Adrian PEARSON, WG 231

• Albert BARCO, WG 243

• Alex MEDINA, WG 251

• Ali MIRZA, WG 231

• Amilkar RODRIGUEZ, WG 251

• Arturo JIMENEZ MARTINEZ, WG 250

• Bob PATEV, WG 215

• Brian SHAW, WG 205

• Carlos JAEN, WG 251

• Carlos OSPINA, WG 225

• Chandler ENGEL, WG 268

• Christopher THOMAS, WG 252

• Gary GREENE, WG 231

• Guillermo RIVEROS, WG 252

• Jennifer LIM, WG 269

• Jhon Paul SMITH, WG 225

• John CLARKSON, WG 215

• Jonathan BOONE, WG 238

• Julie GALBRAITH, WG 225

• Justin PYUN, WG 238

• Katherine CHAMBERS, WG 259

• Marc PERCHER, WG 225, 269

• Mark SMALLRIDGE, WG 243

• Michal N. ANGIS, WG 232

• Mike LAI, WG 248

• Mikele WINTERS, WG 215

• Nathaniel JONES, WG 238

• Nick STEFANI, WG 268

• Omar JARADAT, WG 225

• Porang DELJOUI, WG 239, 261

• Rafael SCHILLER, WG 232, 259

• Reza ALAMIR, WG 243

• Robert PRESTON TAYLOR, WG 252

• Ron HEFFRON, WG 239

• Rune IVERSEN, WG 231

• Sean JESSUP, WG 269

• Ugochukwu ELUMEZE, WG 261

• Vahid SADAGHIANI, WG 261

• Wyatt REIS, WG 268

5.3 EnviCom 

• Aaron SCHAD, WG 218

• Alyssa CALOMENI-ECK, WG 267

• Arturo JIMENEZ MARTINEZ, WG 227

• Brian JOYNER, PTG CC EnviCom-Led,

TFTSR

• Burton SUEDEL, PTG CC EnviCom-Led,

256, 267

• Edward BRAUER, PTG CC EnviCom-Led

• Jeremy GIOVANDO, PTG CC EnviCom-

Led

• Katherine CHAMBERS, PTG CC EnviCom-

Led, WG 267

• Luce BASSETTI, PTG CC EnviCom-Led

• Marin KRESS, WG 227

• Matthew BALAZIK, WG 170

• Nathan HARMS, WG 218

• Nia HURST, WG 256

• Patrick KERR, WG 267

• Paul KRAUS, WG 256

• Rebecca DESROSIERS, WG 227

• Safra ALTMAN, WG 218

• Travis DAHL, PTG CC EnviCom-Led

• Victor MAGAR, WG 256
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5.4 RecCom 

• Andre FAZIO, WG 245

• Devin SANTA, WG 254

• Esteban BIONDI, WG 245, 254

• Heidi VERRAN, WG 244

• Luce BASSETTI, WG 244

• Marianna FLEMING, WG 244

• Nicole SHAW, WG 149, 254

• Robert ACKER, WG 244

• Robert PRESTON TAYLOR, WG 254

• Saleem ALAVI, WG 217

6 EVENTS/ACTIVITIES IN 2025 

6.1 PIANC-Smart Rivers 2025 
Memphis, Tennessee, USA – 8-12 September 2025 

PIANC USA was honoured to host Smart Rivers 2025 in Memphis, Tennessee. This was the fourth 

time that the U.S. hosted Smart Rivers and, in fact, is a co-originator of the conference, the 

location of which rotates around the world. Smart Rivers is a premier technical conference that 

attracts top professionals from all aspects of inland and river transportation infrastructure. 

Almost 350 attendees and presenters gathered to discuss and learn side-by-side with private 

sector, government, and academic leaders who were transforming the conversation and 

helping build a more sustainable future in international river transportation. The conference’s 

multi-lensed and transdisciplinary approach capitalised on current opportunities and helped 

prepare participants for future challenges. Attendees reported high value of the conference 

in all conference goal areas: networking, technical sessions, panels/plenaries, exhibitors, tours, 

short courses. Thank you to the corporate sponsors and media partners for their generous 

support and the organising and steering committee members for their extraordinary time and 

expertise! 

6.1.1 Organising Committee Members 

• Sandra Knight, Chair

• Jim Walker, Vice-Chair, Sponsorships/Exhibitors

• Calvin Creech, USACE; Technical Programme Lead

• Jeff Lillycrop, Woolpert; Short Course/Special Session Lead

• Shawn Komlos, USACE IWR; USACE Coordinator

• Vyas Kepler, Emobi App

• Will Logan, USACE; Secretary, PIANC USA

• Jeanene Collins, USACE; Deputy Secretary, PIANC USA

• Joe Mantey, Treasurer, PIANC USA

• Zach Cook, USACE Memphis; Local coordination

• Theresa Doherty, Agile Group; Marketing/Web

• Karina Vaguez, Caribe International; Event Planning

6.1.2 Steering Committee Members 

• Andy Ashley, USACE, MVD

• Esteban Biondi, PIANC RecCom

• Luc Boisclair, St. Lawrence Seaway

• Helen Brohl, PIANC ProCom

• Scott Brotemarkle, Transportation Research

Board, NASEM

• Janey Camp, University of Memphis

• Ron Coles, Tetra Tech

• Zachary Cook, USACE, MVM

• Raed El-Farhan, CSA Group, Architects and

Engineers

• Marianna Fleming, Marine Solutions, Inc.

• Dennis Lambert, HGA

• Matt Martinez, Moffatt and Nichol

• William McAnally, Dynamic Solutions

• Jasna Muskatirovic, PIANC InCom

• Nick Pansic, Harper College

• Craig Philip, Vanderbilt University

• Philippe Rigo, University of Liège

• Jose Sanchez, USACE, POD

• Steve Sattinger, Tetra Tech

• Clarice Pereira Solano, ANTAQ

• Nick Stefani, Edgewater Resources, LLC

• Michael Tarpey, HNTB

https://pianc.us/event/smart-rivers-2025/
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• Stephanie Ivey, University of Memphis

• Jennifer Jacyna, ASCE

• Hyun Dong Kim, Old Dominion University

• Marin Kress, USACE

• Steve Sattinger, Tetra Tech

• Clarice Pereira Solano, ANTAQ

• Brian Tetreault, Woolpert

• Charlie Thomason, USACE

• Juergen Troegl, Viadonau

• An Van Schel, PIANC International

• Leen Weltens, PIANC International



7 

PHOTO: USACE and PIANC leadership joined experts at the opening plenary session.  (l to r) 

Major General Jason E. Kelly, Deputy Commanding General for Civil and Emergency 

Operations, USACE; Dr. Sandra Knight, Conference Chair; Mr. Francisco Esteban Lefler, 

President, PIANC International; Dr. Norma Jean Mattei, Emeritus Professor, University of New 

Orleans; Major General Kimberly A. Peeples, Commanding General, Mississippi Valley 

Division, USACE 

7 UPCOMING EVENTS/ACTIVITIES IN 2026 

7.1 Webinar: Sustainable Practices for Navigable Waterways 

DATE: Wednesday, March 25, 2026 at 2:00-3:00 EDT 

REGISTRATION:  https://pianc.us/webinar-on-sustainable-practices-for-navigable-waterways-

march-2026/ 

ABSTRACT: Sustainable development of infrastructure systems is an emerging priority 

worldwide, and nature-based solutions are increasingly applied in navigable waterways to 
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meet infrastructure needs as well as produce social and environmental benefits. This webinar 

will cover how science-based guidance can inform decisions about waterborne infrastructure 

projects for two common areas of practice: sustainable sediment management and 

technical-biological bank protection. Participants will learn about the broader context for 

sustainable waterway management as well as technical guidance for executing these two 

types of nature-based solutions.  

PRESENTERS: 

• Dr. Burton Suedel is a research biologist at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

Engineer Research and Development Center, Environmental Laboratory in Vicksburg,

Mississippi.

• Dr. Kyle McKay is an ecological engineer and Environmental Director, who leads technical

activities on environmental projects with Woolpert Engineering.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS: One (1) PDH Credit. 

Additional webinars will be held in 2026-2027.   

Please visit https://pianc.us/news-and-events/news/  for further information. 

8 PIANC USA COMMUNICATION CHANNELS 

https://pianc.us/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/piancusa/ 

https://www.instagram.com/pianc_usa/ 

https://www.facebook.com/PIANCUSA/ 

https://x.com/piancusa 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCO5ohEP5Q9lRRHl4iCHKDHA 

https://pianc.us/news-and-events/news/



